Barbies ay 


aE le a 





Sarre 





~— 


agit ea beg Bose ‘anor 





* ei : 
500 |Superin:endent of Poliods aye 


1,681,000 | Collector. ~ 
: 28,500 Ditto. 
8,500 | Ditto. 








gee pile 
200} Ditto. © 
1,200) Ditto. 


28,600 | Ditto. 


1,400 | - Ditto. 
400 | Ditto. 
100 | Ditto. 


22,500 | Ditto. 
1,300 | Ditto. 


“9,809 w te and Chairman’ 
the Dufferin Com- 











4 
4 
4 
4 
eet | 
| 
=| 
| 
a 
7 
| 














ae Disasrur. 
“4566 , Girija Mohan Neogi, Treasurer 
4867 , Ramen Chaniea, Das Manager, | 
} Churaman sot Nh rw spat 


que | Pein ae ee wie a 
Sagat Ghanden Boral ek 




















DARIRELING. 


‘Hem Chandra Chatterjee, surey 
tage | of Chuni Lal angel, Tease 


Sal Chuni Lal Ganguli, Treasurer ... 
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4,500 | Chairman, Municipality 


54,500 | President of the Lowis 
Jubilee Sanitarium 
Committee. . 
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Mahal Tahsildar Ses” she 


Ram Lal Semajdan Sub- 
‘Treasurer, Madaripur ... or 


Hara Charan mass 
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Hara Kumar Banerji, Nazir... pie 


Kali Narain Sen, Nazir, Goaluo- 
Bo 4761 |Tarini Charan Sen, Nazir, 
| Madaripur Mansifi oo ee 
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$ Ranger | oot 


4910 Durga Charan Sinha, Ranger . 


"4918 | Sarat Chandra Ghosh, Ranger 
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Phe rainfall in the latter part of: garreat 
_ «© situation for jute sowings in parts of Rastern Bengal. 
_ ML. State of Standing Crops.— 
a favourable owing to lack of soi 


Hooghly, Darjeeling. Rangpur, Cooch ‘Behar, Dacca and Mymensingh. | 


Pi 


_ © continued dry. The 


ss W.sFailure of Pasturage and Fodder.—Excepting from Lamire? 3 M 
. _dabad, Jessore and Khulna, no insufficiency of fodder was reported. ‘ 
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“The condition of standing “crops” 
1V. Prospects and ble Outturn.—The prospects of boro p 
wheat and vegetables were — rted to be generally unfavourable. — 
outturn of rabt crops was estin ted at 77 per cent. of the normal, 
 ¥. Damage to Standing Crops.—The standing crops were reported to 
greatly damaged in places owing to the continued drought.© 
Wi. Gondition of Agricultural Stock.—The condition of livestock — 
generally (fair. Cattle disease” was, however, reported to be more or’ 
prevalent in the districts of Nadia, Murshidabad, Burdwan, Ban 








- VII. Prices of During the second fortnight of. the mon 
the price of common rice of the cheapest quality fell in five districts, 


bo in twelve and remained stationary in the rest of the Province. It var 





_ from 6 seers per rupee at Hooghly to 8} seers per rupee at Rangpur. 


1X. Condition of Agricultural Population.—The condition of agrjcaltural: 
population was reported to be generally fair. . Ao eat 
“ we J. ©. Roy, bei 
Pi ; for Director of Agriculture, Bengal. ae 
Dacca, the llth April 1922. : a 


\ ~ ? , 
Character of the weather, condition of crops, obe.. 
: ‘ 4 ni 


More’rain is badly needed. rk 


Prospects of standing crops are fair. The BAN rain 
has been beneficial. Harvesting of rabicrops continues. 
No large import and export of rice. 
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TRIENNIAL RESOLUTION ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE “" 
CALCUTTA IMPROVEMENT TRUST. 





GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


. RESOLUTION—No. 1823M. 


CALCUTTA, tux 11th APRIL 1923. 


<. LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT. 
td 


= “‘ 
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The the operations of the Caleutta Improvement Trust for the yoars 
“ote 8-1 "1919-20 ax and 1920-21. 
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.—The Improvement Trust was created in 1912 fors the . . 
soon as Gelwenty i ap soagenh 
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of the Trust has been che 

end of the war bring immedi 
scarce. - Moreover, the risé 
borrowed andthe enhanced ec 


aypressing one. ‘I'he devel 











‘the rate of intorost at which money c 
t of works, has made the question: of 
nt of suburban areas~- Cossipore-Chitpor 


Maniktola—is no longer possible; it has been 
concern itself in the first instance with the ¢ 


centre of Calcutta which no other local authority could undertake. ‘Proceed- 
ing on “nr pctugae the Pe wy _ oe j 
provision of city thoroughfares ; the great central avenue scheme ' 
_being pushed, onthe widening of Russa Road is ching compl 
and Park Street is already vastly improved, while the impo: 


its extension is making steady 







made substantial’ progress in 
np scheme for. 
progress. pete 


The high cost of building has retarded re-building operations on land. 


’ gold or exempted by the Trust, 


and the housing problem. in 1920 became most 


acute. At the same time, a land boom set In; money was cheap and land 
became a favourite form of investment; the price of land rose to surprising 
sheights. It must be some time before building overtakes the shortage for 


which the war was responsible. . 


_ 2. Improvement Schemes.— uring the years under review Government 
sanctioned six improvement schemes ; of these two formed the southern sec- 


tion of the great north and 


south thoroughfares (Central Avenue), one 


provided for an extensive park which in’ combination with the fringe area 
scheme of the Calcutta Corporation will provide splendid recreation grounds 
for the youth of northern Calcutta,and another scheme provided for the 


construction of the new main sewer road-from Chetla to Ballygunge railway 
station, which, is designed to improve the general drainage of an unhealthy 


and sparsely populated area. 
th 


e first section of the scheme for the improvement of Bara Bazar was 
published for criticism, but it was held in abeyance pending the alignnfent, 
of a road system for the whole area. At the time of writing three important 


series of alignments have been 


sanctioned and improvement schemes will be 


taken up in small sections for the 100 acres of almost solid building known 
as Bara Bazar. The financial question has in this connection assum special 
importance ; the revenues of the Trust are already mainly earmarked for the 


* long series of “improvement 


and alignment schemes, which have been 


sanctioned, and if the improvement of Bara Bazar—for which the ‘Trust 
was primarily constituted—proves costly, its execution could only be 
financed by the curtailment of the sanctioned programme. “ae 


There is, however, reason 


to believe that many Bara Bazar schemes may 


yield a profit instead of proving a heavy charge on the revenues of the Trust ~ 
-. and after a careful. study of the financial position, Government have’ od 
that the Trust might proceed with its first improvement scheme wl 1 will 

shortly be published ; the execution of this scheme will afford data which 

will enable the Trust to decide whether the transformation of. 

cat be achieved without the curtailment of other part of the general pro- 

gramme or whether a complete revision of the approved schemes will be 


necessary. 


3. ‘Squares and Parks.—In pursuance of the policy of pro 
spaces in the north of the town and in the suburbs, the Trust embar 
the selection of sites for parks and squares in Maniktola, Cussipore-Oh 
Ratan Sarkar Garden Street (Pathuriaghatta), Ramkissen Das Foes 


% 


bagan) and Amherst St 
“{ erst Street. . 


jon on the west bank 





. d The question of extending the operation a dt the. 
_»« “Howrah has been the subject of prolonged discussion. Having | ard to 
rgent necessity of improving Howrah and “preventing the gr wth and — 
remedied only at enormous as expense, the RD 
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ndertake the improvement on suitable... financial 
could A ee al to without amending the Act, 
a Bill should be prepared; it is hoped that definite 
provement of Howrah and-a draft Bill will shortly be 





= Rehousing Scheme. —F or the accommodation of persons displaéed by — 
the execution of their schemes, the Trust’ embarked on the preparation of 
rehousing schemes and, following the natural tendency of the people of the 
working ¢lass who prefer to live in the sort of hut to which they are accus- 
tomed, selected sites were acquired in Beckbagan and Maniktola for the erec- 
tion of sanitary huts on well-raised plinths. Another site was acquired in 
_ Karbala ‘Tank Lane in order to build houses to be let temporarily to persons 
displaced by improvement schemes. Sanetion was alsoaccorded to a scheme for 


the erection of tenement dwellings and the creation of an open space for the 
Anglo-Indian population rendered homeless by the section of the Central 
Avenue to the south of Bow Bazar Street. Land is being acquired in Cossipore- 
Chitpore for the purpose of providing suitable building sites on which pérsons of 
the poorer classes, whose housés have been acquired by the Trust and whose - 
slender means prevent them from purchasing sites in Calcutta, may build 
new houses under the control of the Trust. ‘The Caleutta Corporation trans- 
ferred to the Trust the development scheme south of Shambazar Park for = 
reinstating those displaced by improvement schemes in the north of the 
town. But neither these operations nor the restriction of house rents 
imposed by the Calcutta Rent Act are sufficient to solve the housing problem 
in Calcutta. At present, one of the chief obstacles to the expansion and 
development of Caleutta is the difficulty which building. societies and com- 
panies experience in obtaining land and securing-a firm title. It was on this 
account that the Calcutta’ Rents Committee appointed in September 1919 
recommended that Government should utilise the provisions of the Land 
Acquisition Act to acquire land for bodies which had been formed definitely 
for the provision of housing accommodation. In pursuance of this recom- 
mféndation a resolution was issued by Government in the year 1920 
announcing that they would acquire land under the Land Acquisition Act for 
approved schemes on behalf and at the cost of registered companies for 
housing purposes so long as emergent measures are necessary for the 
development of Calcutta. This resolution had however, subsequently to be 
withdrawn on account of legal difficulties. 


6. Projected public streets.—In order that intending builders—might 
know clearly how their plans were likely to be affected by the operations of 
the Trust, as well as to prevent future improvement schemes being blocked 
by the creation of new buildings, 17 projected public streets were sanctioned, 
within the alignment of which new buildings cannot be constructed. 

_ 7. Finance.—(i) The receipts from the duty on transfer of property, 
jute tax and the municipal contribution steadily increased. But on the other 
hand, the pay of the establishment has been revised in view of the increased 
cost of living ; the cost of materials bas increased, and in view of the recent 
land boom, land values are no longer stable. Owing to the scarcity of house 
accommodation and the hardship caused by evicting householders, the Trust 
has decided not to carry on demolition of buildings within the area of acqui- 
~ sition until something is done to remedy the house shortage. This delays 

recoupment by the sale’ of surplus land. The result is that much capital is 
locked wp inland. The Board decided to raise a loan to carry out its 


ve a f 


Pp me of work and was permitted by Government to borrow Rs. 50 lakhs 
from the 


e Bank of Bengal on collateral security. 

(i) ‘Phe total income and expenditure under the capital account during 
the 1 ree years si the 3lst March 1921 wore, respectively, Rs. 155$ lakhs 
and Rs, 258 lakhs a 
Rs. 25. s. The deficit in the capital account was met from the rev 









‘closed with a net balance of Rs. 53 Jakhs ( 
the end of 31st March 1918). 
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those under the revenue account Rs. 118 lakhs and wy 
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36°15 P. W. D. datum 6-25 wo 
35°10 above. Kidderpore old 
35°10 dock sill. on 
85°10 
35°05 B. M. on College step 64°93. 
35°05 
35°00 
Old value. sag ee | 
Pp. W. D. datum. 4 
The previons year ... Highest water-level ... 59°29 on 7th reer 1921 60°80 } 
. Ditto e oe oe ” «+, 88°89 on 2lst A. 3490 
~— it y «-» 69°25 on 26th pers 1879 ose 6444 
Do. ase tto ” «a» 6908 on 9th September 1886 oe 64°27 > 
Do. ” w+ 68°80 on 26th A’ 1906 oes 68°47 
Do. Ditto ” wa. 68°21 oh 26th August 1890 pee 63°40 
Do... 1» Lowest » wv» 87°68 on 25th April 1884 pon 82°82 
Do. * Ditto ” .. 88°28 on 14th and 16th April 1883 = 83°82 
Do. Ditto ” i 99°02 on 2st and 22nd April 1897 on 84°21 ve 
Do Ditto « we 8928 on 6th and 7th May 1908 oe 84°47 
1" N. B.—The gaage readings commenced from the 1st Angust 1887, 
, ; . 
~ BOALIA, P. GupTa, 


The 15th April 1922. Subdivisional O fiicer, P. W.D. Akhrigan). ie 


Statement of weekly gauge readings on the rivers Ganges and. 
Brahmaputra at Goalundo for the week ending the 15th April 1922. 
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1922. 
9th April 7 aM. 73 73 66 Zero is placed at meati’éea-level. 4 
10th + ABE 74 74 70. ; | 
llth see 74 Tt * 3 75 The bench-mark for the gauge is 
12th 1 FO 74 74 78 ou “a pucca pillar between the 
13th es “76 76 77 — ghat and Chandpur 
14th To 79 79 | 76 
15th : Bao 80. 80 | 13 its ever level is 26°84. a : 
The previous ie .< ‘Highest water-level. 25°8 on 27th July 1921. = 8 
‘ Papitto igi . .. Low ” ss we «648 my 19th Ppa and 4th March 1921. : WF. 
(HLF, in Brahmaputra Ket. 2 
: - iF, .. Highest ” . 2676 on 28th August 1906. Rehan 
: “s Ganges of Ditto 26:74 on 20th and ost ‘hagust 18938. ay ity 
a Neos rs i Ditto SEES EEE ENS and ‘ 
por Crone oe ” we oo i 
sz _ Record - ~ in Brahmaputra = : Jet to 3rd 1889. pe 
Woe only) ee te Ditto as vs 26°66 on B18t f 
SOMOS |. "eam “ we Lowest =>» «FO on 8th Pokary 1914, 
ee ioe we Ditto §  y ne 242 on 18th March 1908. € 
Fe IN 2 x we Ditto SA oe amen 301 on Sisk to Suh Barmy, ook 1 S'S , 
a Ie rs ey i March 18! Rae 3 
SS ae 2 eve wy oi ” wwe 8°16 on 9th to 11th March 1885 7 
Lid aN . FHS tyrant Bt Mae 0 ; 






41-156 | 
12.10 





—— 








ye Notable high and low water-level of previous years. 
: - » High. é - d 
ST August 1906 Rew. see ; . “EE ay 
Sth September 1909 a, awe Ny ir | $ Pip mw 
f Hoth August 1910. Se nn ae 088 etch 
” aol Ce eae = it e iy 
” oo — x 
" 31 1915. a ' 
1th 1G re She Mae: ers 
iS gag lo 1917-2 ch oa 
Bist, wk a i 
a 1919 me Pi 
Sth September 1920. eg 
2 28th July 19210 “ 
: 28rd February 1907... 3 £: 
MOU ays ah ARSON poe = 
12th March wie * 
Sontag SS 
Ith 1916. Res w. 50°60 } Taken at low tide. 5 
3rd March 1917... he 
2ist February 1918 = a» oe ire ‘ — & 
b . 1919 ay 
sth 5, 1920: dreds hee wi ig 
i 1sth 1921. Bi, Sa pecraeshe 
E NB. —oro of gue a Dacia Waternoces =- + aed with relerense to .W. D. datum, : 4 oth ee 
W Pn ie 
1: Dacca, — ae oe Le aed eth 
Lhe 20th April 1922. - Haecutive Aeeipeitec, Dacca: Division. 
















A Pe 3 Rs. A. P. 
pg Nt es Ai A 0-2 9 
ep ee Qps:8 SO. .3. 8 
wt 680 0. AB OF 20 
8 ahs 0 mm | a tags ein 02 8 
PF es ei 0 29 
8 0 0 Peakas 0 8 0 
2: ie | Sam | ear 0 3 0 
eeaees weeetied ak 8 eee . 
pike astep ie eat i Pea 
HM Ee Py Be Oe is EE SRE RIO, Maire s- 
- , OTE: Cig fe bebe gnarl) i gears pos 
Gram, Patnai (whole) Sie Baty al ae ee 3 03 6 0 4 0 
dal aut .| 9°8 0; 10 4 0 0 4 6 05 0 
Mung ,, (Hari) ... | 78 0) 8 0 0] 0 5.0 060 
» - y Ukrishna) lS eS Ae oO ee Menlic 
Arhar ,,. Sy wf 9 8 0/10 0 0 0 4 0 3 
Masur ,. (split) ... ee Di Oe Oth Br 85-40 |e ee BO pase 
i meacasraza »| & 0 0|} 8 8-0 Di ML ON fe deine 
Kalai” ,, ae aff Oo Ose O08 03 0 03 6 
Salt - pe Be Oe Clee F =O 01 6 sich 
Sugar Brown Java) .| 14-820 BE Pe pi et a: Sal pe iene 
Gur, Bheli ab Fevtiels “phe. deoetoe 05 0 
» Bbursut we seg ee a tan O35: “Or aha. 
Date . 4 yeas een ke ae “ aetey rt aes 
Milk... fo ee Oe OT AB: OQ QO 2620 t= ncsi 
Mustard Oil ~ wo ( 2t 0 0) 28 0.0 011 0 013 0 
Flour (Country) Sa} 9 12,20 cous 0 4 6 0 5 0 
Atta No.3, tao Kyow , 
a ARS We Se Sa eae ie eee hg) oe 0361040 
gs OH | 944 0 
Suoji eV Ire 0,1: tt 60 dated: Fe Bad akapurner 
hs Ee an Mati ote) 80 0 ol ero 0 
ram, ato, y 
Etwa better kind), ete.] oe 2. 4-9 
» (Lalli, Btwa, Sagar, ete.) _ : : 68 0 O}j. : 
aan ahh bs OF 01S 12-0 0. 2°6 0 3.0 
aR pe ip we per igs 06 0 0 7.0 
Saar F Peat ho demote ie Se 0.2 6 0.3.0 
on e880} -4 48 0 ee Ser | ae Ee 
nd ol aS 35 0.0] 36 0 0 cea 4 coe 
id class) ... Shr aivevede: cu]. “wseves 0. 
u eee rian ee 050)]0 8 0 
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Senha oon age — 
“Cl Hat, Rawikriboapar 18), Sonldah Fish ond Milk Marketa and Poste Bazar. 


soi Sova Bazar, Natun Bazar, Raja Babu's fy 
Mallick Basar and Joga Babu's Busar.” ee 
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Rice and.paddy = -. vvwee 591 . 91,200 

Jute ca con 2 |) 5 "975+ 110 

Firewood oes wie 58 38,150 592 

Other articles. “i 539 | 117,750 1,665 
ye ee 1,213 | 253,075 3,824 

Empty boats and rafts tee wee 424 





Granp TotaL oe 1,422 | 253,075 4,248 





* Weight by canal measurement =. = 25,700 
t Ditto ditto we oe 61879 


T. C. BHATTACHARJI, . 
Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
CALCUTTA, é 
The 24th April 1922. 
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No. 196.M., dated Galontin. the 26th April 1922. 


Brom—8, W. Goonn, BsQ., 1.6.8., offg. Secretary to the Gererninen 
f Sag to sor Local Self-Government Department, = ~ 


*S. 


ence to your letter No. 316Mis-G., dated the 28th March 1929) a 


ng as wi ference Rajani Kanta Datta of Habibpur, in the hat sub- 
¢ Nadia district, has made donations of Rs. 12,000 and Rs. 8,000” 
ne e-excavation ofa oo ob oat Sed aaa ofa +e 

; fermen direc req ues: than 

x rite ee him for his Rests! and oe. 
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1, Number of municipalities.—A new municipality was ¢ a 
 Bhola. (Bakargan}) ; ‘the total number of municipalities in Ben ral thus 
| > became 116. As, however, the new municipality did nct begiw work daring 
~~ the year the statements appended deal with statistics for 115 municipalities... a 
"9. Elections.—The elective system was in force in all except five munici- 
“palities. At present under section 14 of the Bengal Municipal Act, Goyern-— 
ment appoint one-third of the Commissioners of a municipality which ‘hs 
“the elective system. In 1919 Government decided that an experiment shi : 
be made in_ certain municipalities, whereby the elected Commissioners, , 
« subject to Government control, should be invited. to vo-opt the refiaining — 
“~~ one-third of their body. ‘This privilege was granted to the elected Commis- 
sioners of Nabadwip, Oomilla, Chandpur and Jessbdre ; it was found necessary 
to revert to the old system,in Nabadwip. All except 12 municipalities have 
_ the right to elect their own Vhairmen, The latter number has been reduced . 
“todive since the close of tho year. =~ Ss 
-” General-elections were held in 16 municipalities. Little inte¥est was 
shown in the municipal elections of Chandpur and Cox’s Bazar, while there 
was no poll in any ward in Sherpur nor in one ward of Nawabganj. | 
Litigation in conneetion with the genetal election-of the Kotreng Munici~ « 
ify held in 1918-19-was continued, and an appeal was preferred re the 
ibordinate Judge of Hooghly against the decision which the Civil Court had — 
given in favour of the municipality. The Subordinate Judge set agide the” 
|. election’ and passed a perpetual injunction,on 17th May 1921 rest: il 
“new Municipal Board from transacting any business. The Chai 
is fe) an appeal to the High Court, which has since set aside tl 
” the Subordinate Judge. The elections in two wards of the — 
Municipality and in one ward of the Basirhat Municipality, we 
by the Civil Court, appeals against which are pending in the High 
say 3. Meetings.—One hundred and sixty-one meetings or, on t 
Se one. it every 14 failed for want of a quorum. The failure was 
jn Baduria where 6 out of 14 meetings proved abortive.” The ¢ 
North Barrackpore, Gobordanga-and Mursh dabad muni 


























& thn monthly meetings. E out of 18 Setiiene 
he attendance of the official | issi in 
nalities in the Presidency Divisi 












mill town ith lange eooly popal ‘population. Other rn Whieh °°? 
2 Tens than sere of the people are the-mi ‘municipalities 
, Bhatpara, lia, Champdani and Bhadreswar as w “48 fe 






) Asse sment and taxation.—The ahr incidence of taxation per 

head of population was Rs. 2-11-9 showing a slight falling off, which is due to : 
an increase in population according to the last census. The incidence ig 
highest in the suburban municipality of Cossipore-Chitpur (Rs. 9-7-2). N 
come the hill stations of Darjeeling (Rs. 8-8-4) and Kurseung (Rs. 7-0-11), | 
In only-two other:towns (Howrah and Chittagong) it is above Rs. 5 while it 1s 
below Re. 1 in 31 mu ties or nearly one-fourth of the total number, 
falling in two cases to below 8 annas a head. , : 

x A soot partial revision of assessment was made in “about half the 

number « _municipalities, the net result being an increase of \Rs. 3.17,209 . 

- in the municipal demand of the Presidency as a whole, In Cossipore-Chitpur ~~ 
the net increase of revenue amounted to Rs. 22,601, of which more than half 
was due to the assessment of new jute godowns. Maniktala, Burdwan and 
chante each an increase of more than Rs. 10,000 while in Bally an 


‘ 


enhanéement of the rate of taxation in three out of four wards brought in an 
additional income of Rs. 17,451. . The revision of a8sessment in Kurseong in .. 
subject to the result of no less than 200-appeals, but the Chairman expects an 
increase of Rs. 6,000 in municipal revenue. A water-rate and tax on arable. 
land were imposed for the first time in Nator and Sherpur, respectively. In ~ 
the forrher town the tax on persons, which bad been in force in 5 out of 12 
wards Was replaced by a rate on holdings. . vie 


6. Gollections.—There was a satisfactory increase of Rs, 2} lakhs in 
collections, the percentage on the current demand rising from 90 to nearly 96. _~ 
In 13 municipalities the collections were equal to or in excess-of the current 
demand and in 17 they were over 99 per cent. On the other hand, the ratio 
was under 85 per cent. in nine m icipalities, falling as low as 66 per cent. in 
Bally. Garulia and Nalehiti alone collected the full demand without a 
remission. ‘Lhe amount of remissions was smaller than in previous yeat oan é 
represented 2°5 per cent. on the current demand. The smg}l municipality of * 
Debhatta wemitted more than quarter of its current demand while five others, 
viz, Kharar, Bansberia, Bally, Halisahar and Taki, remitted more than 10’per, 
cent. Exeept in the case of Bansberia where remissions were granted om 
account of vacant holdings and exemptions allowed on-account of altered ~ 


ere 


“civeumistanées of ratepayers, no explanation has been given for the high 

percentage of remission. - ip at en somg 
__» The returns show that theré is a growing tendency to allow municipal ~ 
revenue falling in arrears. In the Presidency as a whole, the balances 
outsta -at the close of the year amounted to Rs. 7,06,896 against 6 lakhs 

4 Lott 
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ious year and Rs. 5,40,076 in the year 1918-19. The Minister -for 
Government regtets to observe that the accumulation of sich. 
eflects credit neither upon tbe Municipal Commissioners nor 
ive. Howrah shows the largest balance outstandi ' 
\d although an explanation has been given, the real _ 
accumulation seems to be the weakness of the municipal 
ing punétual payment by resorting, where necessary, to” 
ro phlgnm Hen we only in five cases. Other m ye! 
-undaly large outstandings were Cossipore-Chitpur, so % 
‘Hooghly-Chinsura, Burdwan and by, bes In the © 
ay wcaicipaliiy. bhe balance of Rs. 65,000 was mainly ~ 
t of taxes due from the Eastern Bengal Railwé ub 
‘exlpanation has been furnished. | By a miste ¥ 
‘Commissioners frequently impose 
16. Minister trusts that | 









7 Income and ex 
balance fell from Rs. 98, 





. were insufficientsto meet outstanding liabilities. Debhatta with an | 


- which had outstanding liabilities‘of Rs. 4563, or nearly half of its” 
demand against, an actual balance of Rs. 574. LN aie ae 





 98,29,204 to Rs. 97,43,540 ; the decrease 

heads * Opening balance” and “Grants and contributions” counte 
the increase in receipts from taxation. Expenditure also 
Rs. 84,33,115 to Rs. 74,26,217, mostly under the head |“ Public 
8. Glosing balances.—The closing balances rose from Rs. 17 lakhs to 
Rs. 23 lakhs; a large portion of this represents unspent grants and loans: 













é 





--received from Government forimprovement schemes, such as water-supply, 
drainage and sewerage, and includes the credit balance of _special fun 


(e.g., water, li hting, backney-carriage and pipssenpgial bout one-third of 
the total number of municipalities closed the year with a balance exceeding 
one quarter of the total expenditure. On the other hand, a number of 
municipalities failed to keep adequate working balances and in 13 cages they 
unary | 
expenditnre of Rs. 3,000-had a balance of Rs. 51 only while Satkhira with an 
expenditure of more than Rs. 9,000 closed the year with the exiguous sum of 
Rs. 43 in hand and with a liability of Rs. 492. In the case of Mymensingh, 
Muktagacha, Tollygunge, Barasat and Baduria’ the outstanding liabilities 
exceeded largely the.closing balances. The worst offender was Yip 
current 


9. Education.—The amount spent on education, including the Govern- 
ment grant of Rs. 1,06,056, was Rs. 2,83,955 or about 34 per cent. of the * 
municipal jneome as against 4°2 per cent. in the preceding year. e 
expenditure on primary education fell from Rs. 1,34,221 to Rs. 1,28,713, but 
it is satisfactory to note that only 13 municipalities, as against 22 in the 
previous year, failed to’spend at least 3°2 per cent. of their ordinary income— 
the percentage which is taken to represent the amount required for the 


‘education of half the number of boys of primary school-going age. On the 


other hand, the percentage was over 5 per cent. in, 53 municipalitieyand over 
10 per cent. in 5. pee <a ae ; 

The Rangpur Municipality resolved to‘levy an education cess under the 
Bengal Primary Muucation Act of 1519, and the Municipal Commissioners of 
Darjeeling decided to establish two primary schools, viz., one for boys and the 
other for girls, each to accommodate 300 students, and received a Govern- 
ment grant for the construction of the boys’ school during the year. A model 
building, which will be a'credit to the town, is now under construgtion. The. 
Chandpur Municipality approved of the scheme drawn up by Mr. E. E. Biss 


~ regarding voluntary primary education. 


10. Water-supply.—The waterworks at ; Mymensingh and Noakhali 


‘were completed during the year. Additions were made to those atDatca _ 





for Patuakhali ; a Government grant of Rs. 10,000 was made 


_ Municipality for the execution of its watt 


and Burdwan. Considerable progress was made with the Midnapore water- 
works. A scheme for the improvement of the Darjeeling waterworks was — 


sanctioned by Government and .is in.progress. Schemes for the extension - of 











the water-supply at Serampore and for the installation of a 
one ward of Naihati were sanctioned. A modest scheme was glso 


cost of sinking an experimentdl bore hole in connection with t 
A loan of Rs. 1,00,000 was granted by Government to the | 
efworks scheme. “P 
Ranaghat, Nab 

in hand on. account 















supply at Rishra-Konnagar,.Faridpur, 
prepared, but were not taken in~ 










pos mills cma 

of Kamarhati. It is 

Ye arpncticty to the important 
para, weet is. aieo, of the saa 


were + tales to sande the spread cae 
i out-in several. municipalities: in maine Dacca and 
3. Fetes er ents get the 
yso that the Sanitary Inspector, might immediately visit the localit; 
out abs ‘source of infection’ and adopt’ necessary ‘measures — 


aaa: “was piel for 1 no less than 262 deaths in SES 
steps were taken to cope with the epidemic, and the special medical 
considerable success in their efforts to induce Prgeahenonr to 
ak tenes ei ada certain amount of segregation and 

icie tabloids were distributed gratis by ° 


Meares manicipalitieg distributed quinee: a 


sient parts of Naihati and several 


“vaccination staff, male and female, was 
- House-to-house © ; 

ularise vaceination. «+ * 
nes. Bs with one exception « om 
ints Ole and I Vipers amt a 


“| 
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| while the total expenditure 
- The decrease in expenditure occur 


and the Municipal Commissioners have resolved to approach Governmen: 


t 


\ 


i _ year under report ee ae 


a deficit since 1917-18, and the Municip 
the improvement of waterworks could not 


‘a loan for the purpose. Analyses of the filtered ‘water show the supply 


-methers and sweepers went: on strike and their. 
entailing an additional burden of about Rs. 50 
Owing to want of funds the proposal for the removal of Nandibagan trenching- 


-purticular, the Commissioners have brought about a su 
_a large volume of arrear demands. ahs : soy 

























ordinary income of the municipali 


and convenience ” owing to the restriction of repairs 
dearth of metal, The curre 20 

from Rs. 12,16,985 to Rs. 13, : 
Ist 


‘April 1921. The sehen 
be taken up for want of fe 


the’Sscale of latrine fees with effect from the 





on the whole good and pure. Conservancy was as before carried on for 
most part under the supervision of ten ward committees. Difficulties 
experienced in the recruitment’ of sweepers and other menial staff.” 
wages had to be increased, 

,000 on the latrine fund. 





ground has not taken any practical shape. “A sum of Rs. 45,764 was spent 
on the maintenance of stone and brick roads against Rs, 81,636 in the 
previous year. Out. of 63°69 miles of metalled roads, 5°13 miles were metalled — 
during the year against 20°33 miles in the previous. year ; the pr ramme of 
repairs was held up owing to the difficulty of Aor aw oats Health 
conditions in the municipal area, though’ a little better than in the preceding 
year, cannot be considered satisfactory. “The birth-rate was 20°20 per mille 
against 21°78 while the death-rate was 43°08 per mille against 57°86 of the 
‘preceding year. _ ray + 


18. The administration of the Burdwan Municipality continued to be 
wested in a body of nominated Manicipal Commissioners, who, however, are. 
said to have shown as much vigour and zeal as though they were responsible 
to a vigilant and informed electorate. Conditions are not favourable to 
efiicient administration. The town is hemmed in between the Damodar 
embankment and the embankment of the East Indian Railway, dot 
with innumerable tanks in yarious stages of preservation, and is therefore 
naturally a hot-bed of malaria Practically no ‘systematic attempt “has beer 
made in the past io tackle this disease, the Commissioners having conce 
their efforts on securing a good supply of filtered water and thu 
immunity from water-borne diseases. — Nevertheless much. 
plished, and the foundations of further progress | 





















_. ‘The ytd of Astascl and Raniga iS ‘ 
situation in the coalfields -proximi 
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bazar, thereby 
k living t> the 









west of the roadway.” Hye BE 


lent ion.—The Magistrate. of the 24-Parganas criticizes 
Il administratic n of several towns in his district, parted e 
. Panihati, Jainagar, South Dum Dum,-Barasat, Baduria, Gobor- 
isahar, ete.; but, on the other hand, the Cossipore-Chitpur, Bara- ~ 
arden Reach, Titagarh, Bhatpara, Naihati and Baruipur munici- 
jes are said to do good work and to be steadily improving local condi- ces 
¢ ine FAN Ne is being made with schemes for water-supply and 
aihali, for sewerage in Titagarah and fcr flood-flush drainage in _ 






















_ Mr. Prentice points out that the provision of an improved water supply 
for Cossipore-Chitpur is of great importance not only from the sanitary point of © 
~~ view but also from the point of view of public safety. “A scheme for an 
unfiltered water-supply for purposes of fire-control has been suggested ; but, | 
as he points out, the Commissionors are naturally reluctant to commit 
themselves to the dual system while there is any chance of obtaining a 
- gufficient supply of filtered water for all purposes, ¢.g., under a satisfactory 
riparian merece scheme. “The position in Budge Budge is more 
difficult, as it is a long way sotfth of Calcutta, and the supply of water from 
a central scheme might expensive. . However, the Commissioners have 
decided toask the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, Bengal, to frame 
a scheme for their consideration, and his proposals are awaited. Unfor- 
‘tunately the deep tube-wells that have been so successful in mills at ‘Titagarh | 
and“eslewhere have not proved such a success in Garden Reach and Bu 2 
. Bulge ; otherwise there might have been a fairly simple solution of the — 
difficulty. ger vain F i 
> “Phe most important problems of municipal drainage in the district of 
the 24-Parganas are bound up with the fortunes of the Grand Trunk Canal 
scheme which for years past has held up schemes for the improvement of 
the drainage of Maniktala, Cossipur-Chitpore and part of South Dum Damas 
well as of those of the riparian municipalities whose drainage it was proposed 
to lead into the Bagjolla khal, 4 te” 
Y “There has been considerable improvement in the market of Panihati and Peat 
r two markets in Baranagar. But there are still complaints about~ 
‘of the owners of the Garulia market to comply with the requisitions 
icipal Commissioners. The condition of the market in Joynagarand — 
good example of how the public welfare is subordinated to 


“action is ‘desirable in the improvement of -insanitary — iy 

no Schemes under section 245 of the Act are under prepara-. 

ipalities in this district, and yet some of the busts to 

nicipalities are insanitary in the extreme, 

e effective personal supervision of the — 
r, by the local executives of many of thi 


tik see 

























is doing its best for ti 


SO ald: 















bess Pid Poet aka GE g for a to ca ‘oader 
~— views into effect.” Even if a committee does pe fee 
I find no bias in favour of ey “enterprise | in matters of pu ma 0 
_ And yet in the matter of ting or y, private companies m 
9% expected to come forward i ‘they be given proper encouragement.” dere 
90, Dacca Division—The Commissioner observes that it is difficult to 
Be find in most of the municipalities persons able and willing and with ent 
- Jeisure to perform the work of Chairman and Vice-Chairman. The sree 
work turned out is, however, in his. peooteae g Mr. Lindsay, the 
-of Dacca, writes as follows. as to t of the municipalities 
district :-- 5 ‘ satan 
“ The sduitpadltion iiwil ‘aula ee ilies ‘universally caused 
high prices, but they -ayntoe ‘on their services without loss of efficie 
Tn both cases, however, th erthre Fo themselves by bad collection of rates . 
_ spite of the ample powers pi dine them by law. Commissioners. themselves are — 
often among the defaulters and are only too ready to intercede for defaulte 
among their constituents. - Against these the municipal staff does not t 
take drastic action with the result that almost three-fourths of the colle 8. 
y «are realised in the last quarter, andeven when collections have | been, Lay a 
| jn thisyear, 7 per cent. ‘of the current demand is in arrear compared w A 
cent. in England. Municipal work could be on ae much more easily if on 
- collections were made promptly ai ) : i mnly..b 
- making the Commissioners personally responsib 
ae the case with most local authorities he England.” 
ie Chittagong Division.—-The siiieciaheatici a Chitte 
Bees: ct. Biron The roads generaily are badly kept a but 
high cost- of brick pac ue the expense. fags 
nothing else could be expected. 
among the Municipal 8 
measure through | at a mee 
the financial position re 
- Chandpur deserve credit 
‘education; : 
hemselv: 








































nici- 
sdisatle, , ape Feaeg ye isfact if ‘é '; Dircyes a , 
16 collections were very unsati tory both in the Pabna and the 
r _municipalities. There is also no proper increase in taxation. 
a er of the municipalities has takeh steps to introduce the holding rate, 

Until this is done there is little hope of, improving the municipal finances. - 
Ramee Pais: to be neglected and proper steps are not taken to improve 

the drains. ae ; 


~The Deputy Commissioner of Darjecling writes as follows ;— 








<a 


“The municipality of Kurseong is much indebted to Mr. Addis, the 
Chairman, for the ungrudging way in which he has spent his time and energies 
in carrying om its business. It is uphill work. Kurseong has a piped water- 
supply, and its sewerage scheme is nearing completion. Its lighting is poor, 
its market (a private property) is in a congested locality, its arrangements 
for the slaughter of cattle and for the sale of meat are most defective, its “ 
surface drainage owing to deficient flushing is’ bad and the majority of its  ~ 
houses: have grave sanitary defects. The income of, the municipality is 
insufficient to finance an adequate loans programme, and there seems little 
prospect of the rateable value. of the town inéreasing unless the town can be 
popularised by the development of vacant lands (private property) for building 
sites. Mr. Addis has proposed, with the small margin of income over expendi- 
ture which the revised assessment is yielding, to raise a loan for the construc~. 
tion ofa modern meat market and slaughter-house while the possibility of 
embarking on an electric lighting scheme is under consideration.” 


The Commissioners of Darjeeling are reported to have shown considerable 
interest in the discharge of their duties aid ‘to have assisted .in the smooth 
working of the municipality. Commissioners as a body are said to be the 
progressive and anxious to improve the amenities of their town, which is 
fortunate in the public spirit and» mutual co-operation of its municipal 
representatives. The Commissioner: of the Division observes that no less 
than three of the municipalities in the division had absentee Chairmen during 
the year under report ; it seems to be a serious mistake to elect as Chairman. 

a person who is likely to spend most of the year outside the limits of his a 
municipality. Rede 


23. The names of the following Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen have 
been specially bfought to the notice of Government by the Commissioners of 
Divisions on account of the good work done by them, and the Government 
in‘the Ministry of Local Self-Government desire to express thein appreciation. 
of the public spirit shown by them :— * 


’ 
< - 


“i Burdwan Division. 


Babu. Santosh’ Kumar Bose, Chairman, 


Babu Hari Charan Chatarji, Vice-Chair- 
man, Rishra-Konnagar. 

Babu Siva Narayan Mukharji, Chairman, 
Utterpara. : 

Babu’ Debendra Nath Mukharji, Vice-_ 
Chairman, Baidyabati. . wht 


Burdwan. 
Dr. Nishi Kanta.Chandhury, Vice-Chair- 
man, Asansol. ° 
Babu Gy 
Rai Mohendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, ~ Mr, R.~B. Laird, Chairman, Bhadres- 
Chairman, Hooghly Chinsura. ower. t 


‘Kitkar Mukharji, Chair- 
man, ies 
Babu Prosad Dis Maillik, Vice-Chairman, Babu Jatindra Nath Banarji, Viee-Chair- / 


y - ; ‘ a man, Bhadreswar. ° 
| Prosad Dé, Chairman, Sera at, a Allan, Chairman, Champ- ~ 
PIR RS pe ny ; : ees pele 





Babu Kumud Bandhab Mukharji, Vice- 
ever Chairman, Champdani, ——~ 
Rai Bhagabati Charan Kundu Bahadur, — 
~~ Chairman, Bansberia, ey tg ; 

, ci ei ae ade. ag h Pet ee. " 


ma 


_ Maulvi Saiyad Mafa R Q 
Chairman, Titagath, <~ 
Mr. We ‘Gathbert, Coateasn, * Bare 


nagar. 
Babu Pancha Gopal Chakrabarty, Vice- 
Chairfmun, Baranagar. ae 
Rai Kripa we et Datt ‘Bahadur; Chairman, : 








Baba Upendra Ghondve i Panarji, M.A., B.L., 
J meer Ta, Maniktala. + aad. N 
i. A. Murray, Chairman, Garden _— ‘Bi y-Stugh Dudtorin, ‘eas, 

ch. 


Mr, Unsud-dowlah, Viee-sOhairman; Gatden Baba Sachindra Nath Roy, Chairman, 
Reac 








” 


h, _-°.. Dhalian.,, — Fa 
© Babu Siva Das Roy Chaudhury, B.L., Chair Babu Keshab LalRoy Chowdhury, hair- 
man, Baruipur. : man, Jesscre. - “Rie 
: fe 43) . © ; ~ ; ; +5 is 4: 


i ‘Nawab Khwaja Muhammad Yusuf, Chair- aa Nil Ratan Mukharji, “Ohaieman, 
\chiti. 


.. man, Dacca. * 
“J. DeListe, ., Chairman, Narainganj. - Maulvi. Muhammad Tomales Vice: : 
Babu Rajani ta Chatarji, Chairman, Chairman, Barisal, ‘ 
*TShalakati. res 
Chittagong Division. f 
Babu Upendra Mohan Mitra, Chairman, Babu Purna Chandra 2 Chakrabarty, eal 
J Comilla. _ man, Brahmanbaria. : 
vi ree ees sats ad 
sr tes Division. 2 


Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakrabarty, Babu weet Chandra nog View 
= M.A., B.L., Chairman,‘Dinajpur, n, Bogra. 
Babu Barada Kanta ee Vice-Chair- = Mr. R. B. Addis, Chairman, Karseong. © 
man, Dinajpur. ~~ <™ 
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LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT, ht SE 
-’ QALCUTRA, tne Isr MAY 1922 7 


RESOLUTION No. 2015 L.S.-G. 


, 


Rrap— 


The reports of Commissioners of Divisions on the working of District Boards in 
Bengal during the year 1920-21. : =e a * 


© District Boards.—A further stage was reached in the withdrawal of 
official internal control over District Boards. In the preceding two years all 
“but five District Boards secured the right of electing their own Chairmen ; 
in the year under report this privilege was extended to the remaining five. - 
In 20 boards the elective element was raised from one-half to two-thirds 
while the boards were also enlarged. The Darjeeling Road Cess Committee 
is giving place to a District Board on a popular basis, with three Local 
Boards, which are likely to possess a large measure of financial independence. 
9. Local Boards.—'lic. membership of Local Boards was increat 
while three new boards were established. These bodies maintain village 
roads and are responsible for village sanitation, where these duties have not 
been transferred to Union Boards, In the Burdwan district they were also _ 
in charge of ferries and primary education ; in Nadia they are also respon 
gible for the maintenance of masonry wells. There is a tendency to transfer 
. the functions: of the Local. Board to the new Union Boards, and in Burdwan, 
- we are told, that as a result of this transfer frequent meetings on the ad of 
the Sadar Local Board proved unnecessary ‘The place of tho Local Board, © 
if it is not to be eliminated in the framework of the Jocal self-government 
system, willbe a matter of cardinal importance when the amendment of the 
Local Self-Government Act is undertaken. — ‘ ee aera 
3. Village Self-Government.—A forward policy in the creation of Union — 
Boards was accepted by Government, and by the close of the year nearly 1,600 
Union Boards had been formed. Few will doubt that t movement—if — 
it succeeds—is fraught with important issues in the political life of Bengal. _ 
There have been many failures, but some of these village committees, es) 
. in the Dacca district, have ‘shown vitality and energy, which are a 
i augury of the growth of public spirit and civic responsibility. — Some D: 
¥; rds baye taken a keen interest in the welfare of these new bo 
a urdwan district over half a lakh was contributed: towards their 
_ from the district fund. © rege BF ag patty tae Pera + ak 
The District Boards, however, find their own resources quite | 
Ethel: oxnenting: Encor rd tho saoooes of the Unton Bom 
S spend largely on th w e : of ti 


nded that the villagers afford to pay. ta2 
ous, andi oust be admitted that experonesb 
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